I have resided in Hillcrest for 20 years and been involved in trail
stewardship in Paddy’s Pond—Ice Lake area since the early 1990s.

I walk in the affected areas daily. For a number of years, I have
been on a photo hunt to see how many individual plant species
can be found in our neighbourhood. (I've got hundreds so far.)

I've been involved in creating many trail-based publications,
including Whitehorse &5 Area Hikes & Bikes and Chilkoot Trail, and
booklets for Yukon Energy on Haeckel Hill, Schwatka Lake—
Miles Canyon, and Keno Hill, as well as the Kohklux map book.

I've been mapping our neighbourhoods in Google Earth as part
of my search for a nice trail from Hillcrest to the top of Mount
Meclntyre. Mapping is mostly tracing from existing maps and on-
the-ground hiking. Ski trails, land use designations and additional
trails will be added on an on-going basis.

PETER LONG, February 2007
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Here are my concerns about the proposed Hamilton Blvd. extension.

Paddy’s Pond-Ice Lake

= If the 2007 option is followed (map 1, #1), road building must
happen entirely on the future development side (uphill or Lobird
side) of the extension. This would help mitigate damage and protect
the quality of the trails around the Lobird hill. We should be able to
stand at Ice Lake and still think it natural.

= A lot of Lobird hill (map 1,#2) drains into Ice Lake. With a

four-lane roadway cutting off the upper two-thirds of the hill, will
Ice Lake eventually dry-up like Paddy’s Pond?

= The area (green arrows below) inside the road that is not already
spoken for (such as settlement land) should be zoned parkland.

However, before we just build this latest option, perhaps we should
step back and look at other aspects of this story, such as future
development, trails and quality-of-life issues.
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The BIG question

= What is the total development potential in the area? Map 2
shows some possibilities of what’s to come: First Nation land blocks,
land for future quarries, land for future growth, both as infill and
large blocks for subdivisions. Where are possible commercial lots?
An overlay of city zoning maps showing Future Development

and Undesignated Rural would make Map 2 more precise. I used
“Possible Development” until I see a complete zoning map.

Some questions about the road itself

= The Ice Lake Road (map 2, #1) should be decommissioned,
becoming a gated trail for fire access only. It should not become a
fast, back way to the airport. People use Range Road in front of the
firehall to avoid the Hamilton Blvd.-Alaska Highway intersection,
making the Valleyview highway intersection (map 2, #2) is dangerous.

= How will new neighbourhoods interconnect with existing
neighbourhoods? Is there land set aside for this?

= What types of intersections are being considered? I think
roundabouts work very nicely.

= Using the new extension to get to the McLean Lake Road will
make driving to the Copper Haul Road more popular as people
discover the recreation potential on the mountain. How will this
affect the new McLean Lake Road intersection (map 2, #3)?

The implications for conflicts with heavy industrial use should be
addressed. This narrow public road already has a lot of heavily laden
trucks going fast downhill.

DEVELOPMENT

~.__IMAGERY FROM GQOGLE EARTH ;

MCINTYRE WETLANDS
#7

MOUNT MCINTYRE
SKI-TRAILS o

COPPER RIDGE WETLANDS — "\ POWERLINES

POSSIBLE.;.
DEVELOPMENT"

2007 OPTIE
FOR EXTENSION

KDFN
“C"|LAND BLOCK |

= s there a possibility that, in the long run, the current option is
not the wisest? What are the anticipated access routes to the new
extension for each of the current and future subdivisions, such as
KDFN land (particularly map 2, #4). Will there be a need to use one
of the previous options (map 1) for accessing Hamilton Blvd.?

= What is the terrain like on the side of the Lobird hill along the
route of the proposed option? is the access option (map 2, #5) really
needed? That makes 3 intersections in a kilometre. What is the
effect of the previous point on this. Too many intersection chopping

up too much valuable greenspace. What land has been set aside for
all this?

= Once the Hamilton Blvd. extension is built, it will restrict many
residents to their side of Hamilton Blvd. There are currently three
official crossings of Hamilton Blvd. — at the Elijah Smith school
and at each of the street intersections for Thompson Road. Crossing
Hamilton Blvd. at Falcon Drive (map 3, #1) by Ecole Emile-
Tremblay leaves no obvious access between houses for people who
chose to dash across Hamilton Blvd. It’s human nature to want to
take a shortcut.

= Will the paved Hamilton Blvd.

trail (map 3, #2) that currently

runs alongside Hamilton Blvd. be
continued along the new road? Has any
consultation taken place to see if being
multi-use (read “motorized vehicles”) is
a good idea?
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What happens to our trails

= Major trails pass through the lowlands (map 3, #3) between
Lobird and Granger, and across to Copper Ridge. The Paddy’s
Pond-Ice Lake area will be forever cut off from the greater natural
forest area to the south. How will wildlife and recreating people
connect from one trail to another? Do we want an overpass, a
crosswalk, a traffic light, a “slow” sign. Where? How many?

= People in Lobird will find accessing their trails into the Ice Lake
area and downtown pretty sad. What is the solution (map 3, #4)?

= The City’s Master Trail Plan should reflect the realities of the
Hamilton Blvd. extension. As more people move into the area,
motorized vehicle use will escalate in the greenspaces and trails.
Parts of trails and wetlands are being destroyed. The new extension
will only add to possible conflicts. In summer, AT'V's are more likely
to use the Paddy’s Pond-Ice Lake area rather than the McIntyre
swamp. We've seen a rise in using the greenspaces as party places,
with campfires in the middle of trails and garbage strewn around.
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= People in Copper Ridge have limited trail opportunities. Their
major trail is along the edge of a steep hillside with wetlands at the
bottom (photo; map 3, #5). Glorious views though!

However, tantalizingly, just across the wetlands valley, there are great
hiking areas: between the Copper Ridge wetlands (map 2, #6) and
the Mclntyre Creek wetlands (map 2, #7), as well as on Mount
Meclntyre above the Copper Haul Road (map 4). Some of this area
is also used by the Mount McIntyre Ski Club for winter trails. But
it is difficult to get past the wetlands. A solution would be to feature
a few access trails that would descend to the wetlands and cross via
boardwalks or some other method (There are a number of possible
locations for this: map 3, #6s). This would be a great interpretation
opportunity and community-building activity.

= City bylaws designate much of the area above the wetlands as
“leash your dog” and non-motorized vehicle areas. These uses must
be accommodated.
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How best to mitigate problems from development?

= What kind of a process is being followed for the Hamilton Blvd.
extension? Hillcrest residents have been concerned about this area
for a long time. Then we see a “new” project announced in the paper.
The Hillerest Community Association representative on the advisory
team was just as surprised by the changed route! This is not fair to
people who work as volunteers, nor to the community at-large.

= The Hamilton Boulevard Extension Information Package refers to
having changed the route of the road so it does not “... negatively
impact on the future development of that area”. Similarly, this
project should not negatively affect future quality of life in the area.
Why is City Parks and Recreation not a part of it?

= Trail access to downtown from the neighbourhoods was an
important feature. There needs to be major corridor trails that
connect the neighbourhoods “above-the-airport” to downtown, and
also to the Millennium Trail and the Schwatka Lake-Miles Canyon
trail loop. The trails marked in green (map 4) are some suggestions
for community network trails. Further, we need to look for major
connector trails between neighbourhoods (I suggest that they not
be multi-use). Many are already in existence, but not maintained or
promoted — an opportunity for neighbourhoods to work together.
For instance, a connector trail is needed at the south end of

the airport, going between the clay cliffs and the ball diamonds.
Likewise, we need a safe crossing of the highway at the north end.

= Map 4 shows a longer range view of the Mount McIntyre area.
Much of this is traditional First Nation territory. Some of the
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highlighted areas are already developed; some are zoned for future
development. There should be a long-term goal of having a Mount
Mclntyre Recreation Area, with the same degree of land protection
as the Chadburn Lake Recreation Area. With the growing
subdivisions below the mountain, this concept seems natural and
reasonable. Working towards this would help mitigate the stress the
extension will put on our neighbourhood greenspaces and trails. This
would be a complement to the new road, allowing interpretation

for geology, mining, First Nation culture, and the many interesting
ecoregions represented on the mountain, all newly accessible to the
many thousands of residents in the area.

= ‘The Porter Creek bench development model of having a public
charette would seem appropriate in our area. As a community,

we want our governments to have a vision. Over the past few

years, controversies around land designation show that people are
passionate about protecting the land. Let’s not just build a new road,
let’s also use the opportunity to fix the wrongs.

Peter Long, kl@northwestel.net
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