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Paved path problems
This edge of the Waterfront Trail, between the VRC 
and the wharf, is falling away.

The barrier stops people wandering out onto the 
edge. A fix should happen here before it becomes 
worse. 

A walk along a promenade should have a sense 
of carefree. One often has to step off the edge of a 
paved trail when there’s lots of people or fast bikes. 
We shouldn’t have to be alert to whacking a leg 
against a concrete barrier!

Here’s the paved Airport Perimeter 
Trail (immediate right) across from 
Wasson. It looks like a pretty half-
hearted repair? But why was it even 
necessary? 

This piece of Airport Perimeter trail 
(far right) keeps having probems. 

As does this section of Waterfront 
Trail (below left) and Millennium 
Trail (below right). 

How can we build these paved paths 
with more longevity? Is it a matter 
of better base preparation? The 
effect of paved path problems on 
people walking is not like a pothole 
for a car, it’s a tripping hazard. 
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Head-level hazards!	
Why place signs at eye level in the middle of sidewalks, or right at the edge of sidewalks? Walking is meant to be 
a pleasant stress-free acivity, with time to chat or think or just observe. These obstacles are very unexpected!

Since I had cataract surgery and don’t wear glasses anymore, I’m much more conscious of how exposed my eyes 
are without them! 

The focus on cars and bikes can blind those putting up signs
Here’s a classic example of a sign without regard for the primary sidewalk users — pedestrians. The back of this 
head height sign blends nicely with the pole so is effectively camouflaged!

Note that people could be looking at Riverside Grocery and perhaps thinking of going there — ouch!
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Hole, Black and 2nd
If the top plywood is removed, a person 
cutting across this corner could fall into the 
hole. Who would be responsible?

Settling paving	
Will this be a bigger problem one day? It 
will be a tripping hazard for sure. What is 
this pipe for? It’s opposite Sanchez Cantina.

OUCH!	
With developing trail use comes more hazards popping up.

YIKES!	
This is quite near the 
Rotary Centennial 
Bridge along the 
waterside trail.

Base of an old signpost
This is easy to get to. It’s at the end of Strictland Street. This would 
hurt!!

Black 
Street
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Idling	
Baked goes to great lengths to 
make an outdoor community 
space on the sidewalk. This car 
was left idling and when I asked 
owner to shut it off, he said that 
it was hot and people in the 
waiting closed car needed air 
conditioning! Perhaps signage 
could state the obvious?

Electrical	
I’ve become more aware of various utility boxes and the derelict air they can give to our public spaces. For such 
serious pieces of infrastructure, defects should be treated more seriously. And is there any way of dealing with 
their graffiti problems, some way they could make these less abandoned looking? Paint?

Redesign?	
This garbage bin/sidewalk placement should be fixed. Lepage Park is a 
great concert venue in the summer and watching people sidestep this 
obstacle to the park is interesting. Keep the shrubs in any redesign.
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Downtown South access to the Airport Perimeter Trail
The goal: getting more people out and about, providing more walking options. People want loop walks of varying 
times and distances. They walk at all hours, some even as a noon hour event. There are a number of routes up 
the escarpment, each for certain uses, certain times of year, wet, dry, icy, slippery. Over time some good non-
technical routes are being fixed up by residents. Stairs are not best for some people: boring, hard on joints, ...

The Black Street Staircase shows residents’ desire to get up on the escarpment. The Downtown South Master Plan 
called for a staircase mid-town around Rogers Street. This desire is evidenced by these ropes (above photos), 
placed to help people up. The trail is a natural extension of the old road up the escarpment that slid away years 
ago. Stairs in this area will open up great walking possibilities and create a strong focus on active living. 

The 2018 Downtown Plan showed the idea of Hawkins Street as a greenway street, however with poor crossings 
of 2nd Avenue at Hawkins Street, there is no easy access to Rotary Peace Park and the river! Still, a greenway 
street with a river at one end and stairs at the other, with a parking lot, looks interesting.

Hougen Family Collection, Yukon Archives

Hawkins 
Street

old road

old road

fuel tanks
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Airport Perimeter Trail
There are a few spots along the Airport Perimeter Trail where the trail needs help. The left picture shows a 
slippery spot by a culvert where the trail is wearing away. The right photo shows a spot above Taylor–Drury 
streets where the fence itself should be moved inland. 

Downtown walking vibrancy depends on trails. Densification needs access to greenspaces. These are 
neighbourhood trails and broader community trails. Many more people could be out and about. These are great 
destinations and very close to downtown. There’s often people walking up here.

Multi-neighbourhood use — Airport Toe Trail	
While the Downtown South staircase will be very popular, 
a key piece of trail infrastructure is the trail at the south end 
of the airport. With more people living downtown, we need 
more opportunities for longer walks, without driving.

For active living, it will give Riverdale another downtown 
walking option, via the Rotary Centennial Bridge. It will 
give downtown residents another way of accessing the 
Millennium Trail, and the Miles Canyon area. It will give 
above-the-airport residents, especially Copper Ridge and 
future Beyond Copper Ridge residents, access to the river.

For those who find going down a set of stairs hard on the 
joints, this will be a nicer descent from the escarpment.
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When will this concrete pad fall?	
See the Hougen photo (on p. 14) of the Air Force housing 
on the escarpment, at the top of the old road up. Above 
Hanson Street, on the Airport Perimeter Trail, is this old 
cement piece (old street?) that will fall one day. The cracks 
are growing. 

Sometimes people stand on it. Will it fall when someone is 
standing on it? Will it cause more erosion below?
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Supporting resi-
dents
Trails along the base of 
the escarpment are so 
important that someone 
built this bridge. It fills 
a local need and could 
use a bit of carpentry 
help.

Along the Yukon River
The Millennium Trail is easily one of Whitehorse’s top attractions. Yet it seems that since the trail has been 
established, the river seems to be winning the battle over land use.

There needs to be a concerted drive to rip rap the river bank along the area behind FH Collins. We watch yearly 
as the river ice plucks away at the bank. It doesn’t bode well for a long-term trail. With one very large river user 
just upstream from this area it would seem a good potential partnership. 

At the same time, doing a little promotion on the Macaulay Tramway between Yukon Energy’s dam and the 
Robert Campbell Bridge would make sense. 
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How to discourage camping?	
There are many places where people 
end up camping or partying in our 
greenbelts. The fire danger in this time 
of wildfires getting more ferocious 
should be a wake-up call. The garbage 
is also a pain. This elaborate camp, just 
behind the ball diamonds on the South 
Access, is one example.

Generally, I think that incorporating 
existing trails into the walking network 
and having more public eyes on spaces 
like this one is part of the answer. A 
win–win proposition.

Trail safety
The Canadian Volkssport Federation, an international walking group, promotes the route below as the Yukon’s 
only permanent >10km trail. In correspondence and meetings, they have stated that they would love better 
options, but they also want to promote trails with good waymarking to their members. These people come from 
all around the world and may not have the trail skills needed to hike here without a bit of trail upgrades, mostly 
around waymarking.

For the fun of it, I’ve picked a selection of >10km candidate loops starting from the VRC. 
(see http://whitehorsewalks.com/_loops/LoopWalkingTrailsVRC.html

  

 

http://www.walks.ca/prairies%20and%20north%20mailin%20walks.html
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Airport PerimeterTrail

Yukon River Loop Trail

Waterfront/ Clay Cliff Loop
Millennium 
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1.	 A pedestrian bridge to hospital.
2.	 Waterfront Trail along river to Yukon College and Whistle Bend.
3.	 Lower Escarpment Trail connects to Waterfront Trail.
4.	 Spook Creek connects Waterfront Trail to Airport Perimeter 

Trail, new City building and Alaska Highway underpass. 
5.	 Downtown South staircase. 
6.	 Lower Escarpment Trail connects to Millennium Trail.
7.	 Airport Toe Trail descends escarpment to Millennium Trail. 
8.	 Yukon River Trail goes thru woods by Yukon Energy.
9.	 Hepburn Promenade passes along west side of Schwatka Lake.

Densification and a vibrant downtown 
We have an embarrassment of riches in our trails. To plan for more people living downtown, we must facilitate 
strong connections to nature. This map shows a set of core loop trails and their infrastructure needs. Making 
connections is one step to make downtown a real walking destination, well befitting a northern wilderness city. 

Ridges

Many of the ideas proposed in this booklet, though they might seem extreme today, will be very much 
appreciated by people once they happen. Some have very little cost. Some are plain safety situations. 

Would a VRC–Hospital pedestrian crossing be worth the money if it brought more life to the downtown core? 
Would it be worth it if it encouraged more people to live downtown? Think back to some of the community 
discussion around the Millennium Trail and the Rotary Centennial Bridge. Today, many people use them 
regularly — and they come from more than just Riverdale and Downtown. Or look at the 1922 Robert E. Lowe 
Suspenion Bridge. Miles Canyon is one of our top local and visitor destinations. Beauty, a place of awe, and 
there’s this bridge...

5 CORE trail loops


